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BACK  IN  BUSINESS. 

We're  quite  pleased  (and  relieved)  to  report  that  Diana 
Crawf orth-Hitchins ,  our  EQM  editor,  has  pretty  much  recovered 
from  her  bout  with  poor  health,  and  is  back  in  business  doing 
what  she  does  so  well,  namely,  EQM.  Enclosed  are  both  the  July 
and  October  issues,  and  now  that  we're  back  on  track,  barring  any 
unforeseen  mishaps,  that's  where  we  intend  to  stay. 

BOUND  FOR  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

This  past  September,  yours  truly  visited  San  Francisco  briefly 
for  a  planning  session  with  Ruth  Willard  and  Shirley  Mohr,  our 
convention  co-chairpersons,  along  with  their  spouses,  Will  and 
Bob  respectively,  Bill  Doniger  and  wife,  Mary,  and  committee 
members  Norm  and  Phyllis  Cima.  The  meeting  took  much  of  Monday, 
a  little  of  Tuesday,  and  saw  a  hiatus  in  the  form  of  a  delicious 
dinner  Monday  night  for  the  committee  at  the  Willard  home.  Our 
host/chef  was  none  other  than  Will  Willard,  and  he  did  himself 
proud.  Much  business  was  accomplished  during  business  hours,  and 
I  can  tell  you  now  that  you're  in  for  a  treat  when  you  come  to 
San  Francisco  this  coming  May  12  to  15.  The  city  itself  has  never 
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been  in  a  more  festive  mode,  and  its  newest  attraction,  directly 
across  the  street  from  our  hotel,  is  Yerba  Buena  Gardens,  a  mega- 
million-dollar  art  center.  It's  a  magnificent,  5.5  acre  downtown 
park  which  opened  on  October  11th  to  a  civic  fanfare  second  to 
none.  A  roof  garden  in  concept,  it  is  built  around  faceted 
skylights  that  illuminate  the  adjacent  Moscone  Center.  Two 
rooftop  restaurants  spill  out  to  an  elegant  plaza  and  promenade 
around  14  low-walled  beds  of  colorful  flowers,  and  a  reflecting 
pool  in  their  midst  cascades  18  feet  down  to  a  second  plaza 
level,  replete  with  horticultural  delights.  And  within  the 
complex  is  the  Center  for  the  Arts  Theatre,  Galleries  and  Forum, 
the  San  Francisco  Museum  of  Modern  Art,  and  famed  St.  Patrick's 
Church. 

And  as  if  that  weren't  enough,  Ruth  and  Shirley  promise  us  one 
of  the  most  diverse  and  entertaining  convention  programs  in  many 
a  moon.  At  this  very  moment,  they're  most  likely  dreaming  up 
places  to  go  and  things  to  do  that  only  San  Francisco  can 
provide.  This  coming  January,  our  first  convention  mailing  will 
give  you  a  preview  of  all  that  awaits  you,  but  meantime,  earmark 
your  1994  calendar  on  May  12  to  15  (and  several  days  before  or 
after  as  well)  to  make  sure  you'll  be  with  us.  It's  bound  to  be 
a  gala  get-together. 

CORNUCOPIA  OF  CATALOGS. 

In  our  last  Newsletter,  we  offered  our  membership  our  newest 
(old)  catalog,  the  81-page  Hanson  from  the  mid-1930's.  Quick  to 
respond,  more  than  50  members  bought  a  copy,  with  more  orders 
coming  in  regularly. 
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Now,  through  the  able  efforts  of  Diana  Crawf orth-Hitchins ,  we've 
got  not  one,  not  two,  not  three,  but  five  catalogs  and  one  book 
to  offer  members  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  In  capsule  fashion,  the 
five  catalogs  are:  Henry  Troemner  (scales  and  weights,  1906, 
1921,  1928) ;  Braun-Knecht-Heimann  Co. /retailer  (analytical  scales 
and  weights,  eight  makers,  1925)  ;  J&J  Siddons  Ltd  (scales  and 
weights,  1924).  The  book  is  Old  English  Bronze  Wool-Weights. 
1927,  by  Major  Herbert  C.  Dent,  M.B.E. 

Quite  a  treasure  trove.  However,  you  should  know  that  because  we 
must  contend  with  foreign  currency,  overseas  shipping,  and 
printing  economies,  this  will  be  a  one-time  offer  that  will 
expire  December  15,  1993.  To  enable  you  to  handily  beat  that 
deadline,  we're  enclosing  a  handy  order  form  which  describes  the 
particulars  of  these  publications.  Please  mail  it  to  us  in  its 
entirety  (and  keep  a  copy  for  yourself  if  you're  so  disposed). 
Just  make  sure  it  is  in  our  hands  by  this  coming  December  15.  At 

that  time,  we're  obliged  to  order  from  our  English  source  the 
quantity  we'll  need. 

A  LOSS  FELT  BY  US  ALL. 

Those  of  us  who  have  attended  ISASC  conventions  over  the  years 
came  to  know  Betty  Wright,  a  long-time  member,  and  her  husband, 
Frank,  who  shared  Betty's  quest  for  scales,  both  in  the  U.S.  and 
abroad.  This  past  August,  after  a  long  illness,  Frank  passed 
away,  saddening  all  of  us  who  had  become  friends  with  the 
Wrights  over  the  years.  One  of  our  most  vivid  memories  of  the 
two  of  them  was  the  truly  delightful  Sunday  afternoon  many  of  us 
spent  at  their  home  in  Alexandria  during  our  Washington,  D.C. 
convention.  We  extend  our  condolences  to  Betty,  hopeful  that 
her  memories  of  Frank  will,  in  time,  assuage  her  grief. 
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"SHIPWRECK"  RESEARCH. 

Here's  a  most  unusual  inquiry  from  Raymond  Tubby  of  East  Carolina 
University.  We  referred  him  to  several  members  who  might  be  able 
to  help  him,  and  if  you're  at  all  interested  in  contacting  him, 
his  current  telephone  number  and  home  address  are  919/758-1621; 
2505  E.  5th  St.,  Apt.  1,  Greenville,  NC  27858. 


Program  in  Maritime  History 
and  Nautical  Archaeology 


Admiral  Ernest  M.  Eller  House 
East  Carolina  University 


Greenville,  N.C.  27858-4353 


Bob  Stein 

International  Society  of  Antique  Scale  Collectors 
176  West  Adams  St. 

Suite  1706 
Chicago.  IL  60603 

Dear  Mr.  Stein; 

I  am  conducting  research  on  some  scales  and  weights  that  have 

been  found  during  an  underwater  archaeological  excavation  of  a  Civil 

War  wreck.  Mr.  Bob  Pelkey,  of  Fairbanks  Scales,  has  suggested  that 

your  organization  might  be  able  to  help  me  in  my  study.  I  am  hoping 

that  you  could  aid  me  in  identifying  some  of  the  scales  in  regards  to 

their  usage  and.  if  possible,  tell  me  anything  about  some  of  the 
manufacturers. 

The  scales  were  recovered  off  the  wreckage  of  the  Civil  War 
steamer  Maple  Leaf.  The  vessel  was  sunk  April  1,  1864  by  a 
Confederate  torpedo  approx,  twelve  miles  south  of  Jacksonville,  FI. 

At  the  time  of  her  loss  the  Maple  Leaf  was  carrying  the  equipment  of 

three  infantry  regiments,  brigade  headquarters,  and  sutler  supplies. 
Information  I  have  been  able  to  gather  has  led  me  to  believe  they 
may  have  been  used  in  either  the  commissary  or  the  medical 
departments  of  the  army. 

In  addition  to  identification  I  am  also  looking  for  titles  of 

some  books  that  might  be  helpful  in  giving  more  information  about 
scales;  our  library  is  sorely  lacking  in  books  on  the  subject.  I  have 

included  descriptions  and  scaled  drawings  of  all  the  artifacts.  I 

hope  they  will  be  of  use  to  you.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the 
material  I  can  be  reached  at  home:  (919)757-0190  or  school: 
(919)757-6097.  Thank  you  for  your  time. 


Sincerely, 


Raymond  Tubby 
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TROEMNER  SCALES  FOR  SALE. 


Here's  what  appears  to  be  a  golden  opportunity  for  one  or  more 
enterprising  members.  Richard  Okleshen,  2820  Cebu  Court, 
Carlsbad,  CA  92009;  phone  619/438-5150,  writes  to  tell  us  he  has 
15  Henry  Troemner  apothecary  scales  to  sell,  and  he'll  provide 
photographs  for  anyone  who's  interested.  As  to  their  cost, 
that's  a  matter  between  seller  and  prospective  buyer  (which  is 
usually  the  case) . 

ANYONE  FOR  PUBLISHING? 

Member  Bill  Berning  pens  a  letter  to  us  with  the  news  that  he's 
about  to  complete  a  340-page  book  on  the  history  of  coin-operated 
scales.  Bill  is  surely  the  one  for  such  an  undertaking,  as  both 
his  business  and  hobby  embrace  this  specialty,  and  he  owns  no 
less  than  600+  of  such  weighing  machines.  Bill  is  looking  for  a 
publisher  to  come  into  the  venture,  and  he's  done  some 
preliminary  estimating  of  printing  and  sales  costs  vis  a  vis 
income  (number  of  copies  to  be  sold  at  a  given  price).  If  Bill's 
figures  hold  up,  a  publisher  stands  to  make  a  pretty  penny  on  the 
investment.  Anyone  with  a  potential  penchant  for  publishing 
might  do  well  to  call  Bill  at  708/640-1190  or  708/587-1839. 

KUDOS  (AGAIN)  TO  THE  KATZES. 

Invariably  it  takes  some  doing  to  complete  the  financial 
statement  for  our  convention,  and  this  year  was  no  exception. 
Several  weeks  ago  we  received  the  statement  from  Jerry  Katz  for 
the  Baltimore  conclave,  and  the  news  was  all  good.  Documented  in 
black  and  white  (better  than  red  and  white)  was  a  bottom-line 
profit  of  $2,879.86,  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  firm  controls 
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the  Katzes  maintained  over  all  expenditures.  Thank  you  again, 
Jerry  and  Mary,  for  an  exemplary  job. 

"HELP"  FOR  CANADA. 

Member  W.K.  (Keith)  Shearer  from  Victoria,  B.C.  brings  two 
problems  our  way  in  the  hope  that  some  member  can  help  him.  The 
first  has  to  do  with  an  Ohaus  "Trip  Scale,"  for  which  he  also  has 
the  patent  application  and  drawings.  It  seems  that  the  cone- 
shaped  housings  below  the  pans  (one  pan  a  replacement)  had  been 
filled  with  lead  weights  to  balance  the  scale,  and  Keith  would 
like  to  know  how  to  calculate  the  weight  of  the  missing 
"counterweight"  on  the  front  beam.  It's  much  too  technical  a 
query  for  me,  but  perhaps  one  of  our  more  learned  members  can 
help  him.  His  other  question  has  to  do  with  "cased  (chemical) 
balances,"  a  set  of  which  he  just  purchased.  However,  they  bear 
no  identifying  marks  whatsoever,  and  Keith  would  like  to  learn 
the  maker's  name.  Does  anyone  know  of  any  literature  that  might 
help  him  identify  them,  or  of  a  source  to  which  he  can  refer? 
He'd  greatly  appreciate  any  light  anyone  can  throw  on  his 
search,  and  he  can  be  reached  by  phone  at  604/479-2645. 

TWO  MONEY  MATTERS. 

(1)  By  now  we  hope  you're  all  aware  that  our  Benefactor  Program 
has  become  a  staple  of  our  fund-raising  activities,  and  that 
we're  entering  our  third  year  of  relying  on  our  members  to 
provide  the  supplemental  operating  funds  needed  to  maintain  our 
top-quality  way  of  doing  business.  The  support  you  provide  is 
totally  voluntary,  and  in  a  few  short  weeks  we'll  be  asking  for  a 
renewal  of  that  support  for  1994.  We  do  hope  we  can  count  on 
your  generosity  to  continue. 


V 
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(2)  Coining  just  about  the  same  time  is  the  matter  of  your  1994 
dues,  and  that's  just  as  important.  Jan  Macho  will  be  sending 
statements  out  in  early  November,  and  we're  again  asking  each  of 
you  to  make  a  special  effort  to  pay  promptly.  As  we  regularly 
remind  you,  Jan's  job  as  treasurer  is  a  demanding  one,  and  his 
services  are  rendered  without  thought  of  recompense.  Please  make 
his  task  easier  by  not  being  a  "dues  delinquent." 

And  before  we  forget,  with  your  dues  notice  you'll  receive  a 
directory  update  form.  It  allows  you  to  change  your  address,  if 
need  be,  and/or  to  revise  the  description  of  your  collection. 
Most  members  use  it  to  update  the  number  of  scales  they  own,  and 
you're  encouraged  to  do  likewise.  Include  it  with  your  dues 
payment,  but  only  if  you  have  changes  to  make. 

MISCELLANY. 

**  We  recently  learned  that  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild 
(comprising  leading  writers,  editors  and  publishers  in  the 
field)  at  its  recent  annual  meeting  gave  its  "Book  of  the 
Year  Award"  to  The  Comprehensive  Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia 
of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars,  3rd  Edition.  And  why  do  we 
mention  this?  Because  the  co-author,  along  with  Leroy  C. 
Van  Allen,  is  none  other  than  A.  George  Mallis,  our  ever- 
busy  member  and  booster.  George  tells  us  the  award 
propelled  him  to  cloud  nine,  and  well  it  should.  But  never 
one  to  rest  on  his  laurels,  George  recently  took  on  a  new 
committee  assignment  for  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  to  say  nothing  of  his  continuing  involvement 
with  ISASC's  EQM  Index  and  Bibliography  projects. 
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Emil  Cohn,  another  booster/member,  wrote  us  suggesting  we 
try  to  devise  a  way  by  which  our  members  could  have  their 
collections  appraised.  He  and  I  talked  about  the  use  of 
professional  fine  arts  appraisers,  the  need  for  insurance 
based  on  a  appraisal,  and  the  value  of  some  research  in 
these  respects.  Given  the  somewhat  complex  dimensions  of 
the  subject,  Emil  agreed  to  serve  in  a  chairman  pro  tem 
capacity  and  to  talk  to  a  number  of  other  members  with 
substantial  collections  to  see  what  they're  doing  to  solve 
the  problem  for  themselves.  We  hope  to  get  a  report  from 
him  in  the  near  future  which  we'll  share  with  everyone,  and 
in  the  meantime,  the  matter  is  also  being  considered  as  a 
seminar  subject  for  our  San  Francisco  convention. 

One  of  our  most  learned  members  is  Shigeo  Iwata,  a  widely- 
renowned  metrology  scholar.  He  and  Emil  Cohn  have  enjoyed  a 
long-lasting  friendship,  mainly  by  mail,  and  Emil  recently 
sent  us  Dr.  Iwata ' s  letter  of  July  17th  in  which  he  related 
that  he  is  now  vice  president  of  the  Society  of  Historical 
Metrology,  Japan,  that  in  past  years  his  research  was  on  a 
Egyptian,  Mesopotamian,  Indus,  Chinese  and  Peruvian 
metrologies,  and  more  recently,  Japanese  metrology  from  the 
7th  to  19th  Centuries.  And  as  if  that  isn't  impressive 
beyond  belief,  the  good  doctor  of  letters  confides  that  his 
library  has  20,000  books,  of  which  700  are  on  metrology. 
Now  there's  a  claim  to  literary  fame! 

While  on  the  subject  of  books,  how  can  we  not  mention  our 
ISASC  bibliography,  which  Eric  and  Judy  Soslau  are 
diligently  working  on  these  days.  A  good  number  of  members 
have  responded  to  the  Soslau 's  request  for  information  on 
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their  libraries,  and  there's  regular,  measurable  progress 
being  made  toward  our  goal:  the  first  scales  bibliography 
know  to  man  and  metrology.  One  of  these  days,  and  we're 
shooting  for  our  May  convention  time  at  the  latest,  you  can 
expect  to  be  introduced  to  something  that  should  bring  joy 
to  every  scale  collector's  heart. 

**  It's  again  our  pleasure  to  relate  the  latest  episodes  in  the 
travel  chronicles  of  Ruth  and  Lew  Weiss.  In  their  missive 
of  August  20th,  they  reported  on  their  trip  to  Chautauqua, 
during  which  they  saw  in  Corning,  New  York,  a  cocktail 
lounge  displaying  several  antiques  in  its  window  with  the 
query,  "What  is  it?"  Two  of  the  items  which  Lew  and  Ruth 
quickly  recognized  were  a  bread  scale  and  a  Fairbanks 
chronometer.  At  the  Corning  Glass  Museum  they  were 
entranced  by  glass  scales  and  weights  on  permanent  display. 
Then,  on  to  Toronto,  where/  in  The  Globe  and  Mail;  they  came 
across  a  photo  showing  dogs  being  weighed  in  Hanoi,  prior 
to  becoming  an  appetizing  dish  for  Vietnamese  gourmets. 
While  in  Toronto,  they  shopped  an  antique  show  and  came  away 
with  a  spring  postal  scale  with  Canadian  postal  rates,  an 
equal  arm  balance  with  seven  weights  (made  for  the  Canadian 
post  office) ,  and  a  small  Salter  spring  scale  without  the 
Staffordshire  knot.  (One  man's  opinion  who  collects  postal 
scales:  postal  scales  made  for  use  in  Canada  are  really  hard 
to  find  and  thus,  highly  coveted.) 

Next  came  the  Weiss  missive  of  September  2nd,  mainly  having 
to  do  with  an  article  from  the  September  issue  of  the 
Antique  Monthly  which  reported  the  sequel  to  the  sale  of  the 
$11.8  million  Hahn  calculator,  namely,  that  the  Zurich 
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dealer  who  bid  that  sum  on  behalf  of  a  client  (Edgar 
Mannheimer) ,  then  said  his  client  had  "abandoned  the  deal." 
Christie's  people  wouldn't  talk  about  it,  but  it's  been 
reported  that  the  underbidder,  mathematics  professor 
Bernhard  Korte  of  the  University  of  Bonn  in  Germany,  is 
currently  negotiating  with  Christie's  to  buy  the  piece.  As 
Korte ' s  underbid  was  $10.8  million,  it  just  may  be  that  any 
new  price  would  still  be  a  world  record  for  scientific 
instruments . 

The  Weiss  missive  of  October  4th  told  about  Lew  and  Ruth 
acquiring  a  Penn  Scale  Mfg.  Co.  #12  catalog  at  an 

Allentown,  Pa.  ephemera  show,  locating  the  company  through 
the  Philadelphia  phone  book,  calling  the  president  who 
invited  them  for  a  visit,  and  winding  up  with  an  hour-long 
tour  of  the  plant  and  another  hour  with  the  president, 
Sydney  Black,  and  his  sister  (the  author  of  the  history  of 
the  company)  .  Lew  and  Ruth  learned  that  the  company  was 
founded  in  1925  by  Samuel  Black  and,  on  the  trivia  side, 
that  if  you  add  the  number  of  the  catalog  (12,  for  instance) 
to  the  founding  year  (1925),  you  get  the  year  of  the  catalog 
(in  this  instance,  1937). 

AND  THAT'S  THAT. 

ISASC  continues  to  gain  new  members,  as  the  enclosed  directory 
supplement  points  up,  our  convention  plans  bode  well  for  our  get- 
together  next  May,  and  with  1994  looming  on  the  horizon,  Margie 
and  I  wish  you  all  the  brightest  and  healthiest  of  New  Years. 

Fraternally, 


